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The Pastor at the Bedside of the. Unbeliever.
.
If we are called to the bedside of a patient who haa no knowledge
of the Word of God, to the bedside of tho unbeliever, this ia done in
moat instances not at the request of the patient, but upon the augPBtion of one of tho family or a friend. It cannot be otherwise. How
can any one have a desire to hear concerning Ohrist of whom he
bows nothing and in whom he does not believe. It is a sad fact that
many, though they are at death's door, in spite of all are filled with
hatred against the Word of God, against Jesus, and against every one
that accepts Him. They do not hesitate to express their opinion on
devout follower of Jcaua will know. For this
this subject, as
reason members of the family or friends often hesitate to inform the
pastor and to request him to come. When the:, finally do, :,ou will
often hear them so:,: "But, pastor, do not toll the patient that I requested :,ou to pa:, him a visit," or the:, will possibl:, express grave
fean as to the conduct of the patient upon the arrival of the pastor.
The patient ma:, be unwilling to accept his acrrices, :,ea, even inault him.
What are we to do I It is quite evident that an immortal aoul
ia at stake, a aoul bought with the precious blood of Jesua. We muat
therefore do all in our power to gain tho confidence of the patient.
True, aomotimes the reception is most cordial in spite of the grave
fean of family nnd friend. But even if at our first visit we were not
well received, even if we did find our patient disinterested or antagonistic, can we be offended or grow impatient I Can we really expect
a different reception on the part of one who does not know his sins
and the fearful consequences of the snme, one who knows nothing of
Christ and His redeeming love I "Natural man receiveth not the
things of the Spirit of God; for they nM foolishness 'unto him, neither
can he know tl1em, because they are spiritually discerned," 1 Oor. 2, 14.
Let us not forget that "the cnrnal mind is enmity against God," Bom.
8, 7. It is enmity against God nnd against everything that is of God,
against His Word and those that preach it.
·
How necessary is it, then, that we commune with God even before
we visit an unbeliever I God will surely hear our prayer. Will not
that ver:, God who is preparing the opportunity to rescue this perisli.ing soul give ear to your supplication as you draw near to ask Him
to guide :,ou, to banish all timidity from your heart, to fill :,ou with
burning zeal for the stricken one that :,ou might be able to speak that
word which will touch his heart and ultimately work his salvation I
Trusting in the Lord, you wend :,our wa:, to the bedside of the patient.•
You will not fail to express :,our interest in his well-being and, with
a few well-chosen words, :,our sympathy and :,our hope for a &pl!Cd:,'
recover:,. In most instances the patient cannot refrain from telling_
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The Put.or at the Bedalde of the UDllellenr,

:,ou all concorning hie p~eical condition, of the paim and achea be ii
111fforing. Do not grow weary and impatient and nenr fozpi the
purpoeo of your preeenco. Watch for :,our opportunity to preNDt IDI
and grace, for both are DC!Ce11811J'Y, especially with one who doa Id
know of that one thing needful
At tho opportune moment you might eay: "Yee, dear friend, JOU
have been stricken with illness. But did you ever give it a thought
that all in human life is in the hands of our heavenly Kakar, om
life and everything in life, our health and 11iclmeu, or anythmg that
might befall uel Ycs, there is a. God, a. God who made all thinp and
upholds them all. To Him we, too, owe our life and ever;rt.hing we
have. It is He who blc1111CS us with all things we need and enjoy. It
i■ He who at timce llCCI fit to withhold euch bleuinge from ue. In Bia
wiee providenco He at times permits eicknCBS and other tribulatione to
come upon us. In this manner He dcsirce to attract our attention
and to cauec us to stop and think and look over our put life. Thie
we eeldom do when oll is well. In the hour of eickneaa and tribulation
He would have us ask oureclvcs os to what we have done, whether we
are worthy of tho blcseings He bestowed upon us. True, there are
many that believe that they merited oll tl10 blcuinge they enjo., and
even more. For did they not live on upright and honoat lifel Did
the.:, not try their beet I Can ony one aceueo them of murder, theft,
or adultery I Alna, they do not reolizo thot our Lord ond God ie not
eatimcd even if one had tried hie best to keep His Low. Ho aplicitb'
states that 'whoeocver shall keep the whole Low and yet offend in
one point, he is guilty of all,' J as. 2, 10. God dcmande a perfect
:fulfilment of tho Low. Never an evil thought should have entered our
hearts, never an evil word have poucd over our lips, never an evil
deed been committed by us. This is what He meant when He uid:
'Ye ehall be holy.' And since nothing leu than a perfect fulfilment
of His Law can satisfy His demands 'there is not o just man upon
earth that doetb good and einneth not.' And therefore all are under
the wrath of God, as He Himself said, Dcut. 27, 26, 'Ouncd be he
that contirmcth not all the words of this Low to do them.'
"But God has no pleasure in the lou of man. In His loving-kindneu Ho Himself planned and prepared a way of salvation. He sent
Hie own Son to become as one of us, a real human being, that He
might be our Substitute and in our stead do for ue the thinp we
beca1118 of our sinful nature were and are unable to do : to keep the
Law perfectly, to take upon IDmsclf the punishment we de■ened.
All this He did by Hia suffering and death. He that believee thie, be
that aocepte J eeua as his Savior, will not be lost, but will have enrluting life. This is plainly and moat clearly stated in John 3, 18:
'For God 10 loved tho world that He gave His only-begotten Son, that
who■oever believeth in mm .should not perish, but have everluting
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life.' 'Whoaoever believeth' : mark well there is no restriction wbatever believeth
shall
msr;
not perish. For if He loved the v,",,,u,
He included all, alao you, my dear friend. Will you not allow me to
prq for you I" (Do not sq "pray will you," unleas you have the
uaurance that he has accepted the meaaage preaented; we cannot
encourage
pray
one to
who is not yet a Christian.)
And what might be included in the prayer spoken aloudl We
might thank God that He so loved the world that He sent His own
Son, thank: J eaus for His suffering, thank God for all the temporal
bleaainga He bestowed upon this patient during hie paat life, and prq
that if it be in accordance with His will, He might alleviate his
anguish and pain and grant a speedy recovery and that He might be
a real comfort and help to those near and dear to the patient. Above
all, let us aak God that this patient might come to understand more
and more how neceBBary it was alao for him that God sent His Son
to redeem him and that he, too, might come to Him and accept Him
aa his Savior.
True, we must be careful not to bore the patient with long di88ertatiom. We cannot touch upon all phuea of the Christian doctrine
during our first visit; yet, aa we visit from time to time, we ought to
gradually preacnt those things which neceaaarily must be known for
the soul's salvation. For this purpose pertinent Bible-stories might
be selected, also Biblo-vcrscs, the acdea doclrifllUI, Thus the patient
will gradually be led on to deeper knowledge of his sinful condition
and of Christ and His meritorious work. Thia work will naturally
require careful planning and preparation.
But be not di&maycd if in spite of all your efforts no change of
heart is diaccrniblc and if, on the contrary, you meet with ridicule.
True, to some we arc the savor of death unto death, 9 Cor. 9, 16. True,
we shall not gain every unbeliever. Yet we are innocent of his blood
if we have done our duty. On the other hand, we must not forget that
the Word of God is at all times a power of God, even if it does not
always like a hammer, a fire, a sword, produce immediate results.
Thia living Word is alao compared to a seed, which requires time to
bring forth fruit. Tho Word aown may aooner or later bring forth
fruit an hundredfold. Let us perform our pastoral duty even though
it may seem that all our efforts are in vain.
But if the patient, in addition to hie disinterested and antagonistic attitude, is a member of a Chriatleaa organization, the lodge,
should we, knowing this, accept an ip.vitation to visit himl Yea, indeed. It would however be a grave mistake "to take up the lodge
question" at the :6.rat sitting. It might make further visit& impossible.
Yet, we should not hesitate to touch upon this question if an opportUDity preacnta itaelf, and thii
if we have gained the confidence of the patient. Let us trust that the Word of God, full of
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life, visor, and power, is no lea effecti'99 at the beaicle of the pat,imt
than elsewhere over against
ainieter
the
worldnp of Satan in the
Ohristleea organiatiana. Let us with tender lore, yet vnftinohi,w
and moat earnestly, depict the sine of lodgery and continue to pnllllt
Ohriat, whoeo will we are to do and in whoeo footetepe we are to wallr,
long u we are privileged to do ao.
Chicago, m.
F. o. Snsunirr.

Safiillumi,rebtgt.
(8um fllnfunbflrl1toflllrlorn 3u1Ullum brr 3mmon11rUtnncl11bc ta lltca11,
3. 9lobrmlrr 1929.)
2 Ip e tr. 1, 1-11.

CBeiic&te ffcftgcnoffen, infonberijeit tucrle ~mmanudlganeinbel
IBet ao!Jlt unb erao!Jlt ane QJiltct unb CBaflen, bie 'Iott JDa!Jrenll
bet bergangencn fiinfunbficflaig ~aijre ilflct biefe tlemeinbe aulge"
f~ttct Jjat, obct tuolltc gat bctcn ctuigcn IBerl abmeffen unb fdjci~I
'fl ift nicljt miigliclj, cine boUftcinbige CBefcljicljte allet 'fteigniffe au
mcnf
ilfJeqteigt
d)Iicljcl
fcljreifJcn.
tuci{5 cl,
IBcrmiigen
el,
Clott allcin
bal au faffen obct auclj nut au tuiffcn, tual in bem ,Oetaen unb Glemilt
bet !taufenbc unb 8c!Jntaufcnbe borgegangcn ift, bie untet biefet
gef
.ftcmaeI
cffcn JjafJcn. mlic rann man fidj nut einc IBotfleUuna
macljen bon ben tiefgcijenbcn, oft fiit 8cit 11nb etuigfeit entfcljeibmbm
.ftiimer, i!angc,
l!inbtilcfcn, bic gcmadjt 111orbcn finb burdj bic lj3reblgten bet IJaftotm
iBelJcr,
unb 6o!Jn, unb
Bnilllet,!Scljicf,
auf
afJ
bm
b'eren CBe!jilfen unb IBcrtrcted iBct fcljot,t ben elnflu{5
(Djaraftcr, bcn !i)rang aum @(aufJen, au i!iefJc unb ,Ooffnung, bet aul"
gdlflt tuorben ift, burdj bcrcn f8cic!jrcn, IBamcn, <!rma!jnen, l!rmun"
tun, !troftcn'
IBet nennt bie
ane.ftinbcr,
gebradjt bic
tuorben
biefinbl
aut
bic eicljaren
!taufe bon ffinbem
6tunbcn bel llntcrridjtl,
in
bet Clemeinbefcljuic bon
gcnoffen JjafJcn
bet tRei!je bet treucn .t!e!jret, feit
biefeibe bon meinem fcligen IBatex:
djtuorm
alleriiffnct
IBie 111urbe¥
o~ mmbe
tuo!JI aufgef
bet!tteuc
fu!j
ilmul
a gt¥ IBet etinnerl
icljem i!ut!jetl
Unterridjt
bet
gcf
JjafJen ¥ IBlt benfen jet,t an bic bieicn, bielcn fflJcnbma!jilgofte, benen
auf bcn IBcg burdj bcn i!eib unb bal iBiut (Djrlfti im Dmb"
maljI gete~t morben ift, an bie x:eumiltigcn eiilnbet, bie 1£,foiutiongei,rebigtcl
bie f8rau
mem
anbiebon
bfe
empfingcn,
bat finb
ben
burdj
!onnte genilgenb au IJtotofoU
1:1R9eao!Jitcn !tranen,
@ottd
aflgemifcljt IDniVlugen bet: !trauemben am
IBet:
gefJen aUe
in ben
uadmAiieen unb auuer.orbentiicljm Clemeinbebetfammiunaen unb in
ben ~ungen bel IBorftanbel unb bet mancljerid ftomitcen unb IBmine,
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